CARMICHAELS

EVERY family has its Carmichaek. Most families have
several of them. They are as universal as clever children.
And yet as far as I know they have never been publicly
named and classified until this moment. It was not I who first
called the species 'Carmichael,' or observed the full enormity
of the vast body of Carmichaels who infest the earth; but
I have long gladly described Carmichaels as Carmichaels,
and shall continue to do so. The word came into being in this
way. Friends of mine who wished to talk with impunity before
their children of what Dick Deadeye called 'a certain intimate
relation' hit upon the alias of 'Mrs. Carmichael/ Having so
named her, and having discussed between themselves various
of Mrs. Carmichaers characteristics, they looked about the
world, and found innumerable other Carmichaels dwelling
in it. And, indeed, the explanation of 'Carmichaelism' being
once made, we perceive ourselves to be completely surrounded
by Carmichaels of the first order. They fill our homes, they
fill our businesses, our streets, our omnibuses and shopping-
stores, they owe us money, they distress us in all sorts of
indescribable ways. Members of the inventors' family, making
political speeches of 'progressive tendency/' have gone so
far as to beg the nation not to let itself be 'Carmichaeled
by the Government/ As for common life, one finds Car-
michaels by the score in all varieties of circumstance, from the
slum to the Cabinet, from the bench to the Bar, the forecastle
to the Royal Academy, and beyond even the Royal Academy.
The first, and essential, feature of the Carmichael is the gift